ICT PLAN 


The District Plan 


A Draft Plan for the Pontardawe are: 

h 
been produced by Lliw Valley Boras @onncil 
and West Glamorgan County Council, 


The Plan deals with a wide range of planning and 
other matters including transport, shopping, 
education, housing, social services, industry and 


employment, environmental quality and leisure 
and recreation. 


The aim of the Plan is to provide a framework for 
development and for the provision of local 

authority services to meet the everyday needs of 
the local community over the next 10-15 years, 


This affects people living in Pontardawe, 
Alltwen, Rhos, Gellinudd, Rhydyfro, Trebanos 
and Ynysmeudwy. 


THIS NEWSPAPER summarises the policies and 
proposals contained in the Plan. 


The Policies and Proposals 


The County Structure Plan had identified Pontardawe as 
the ‘growth centre’ and focus for development in the 
Upper Swansea Valley. 


Over the past few years Pontardawe has proved an 
attractive location for people to live and work, and the 
intention over the next decade is to build on this 
potential to attract and sustain development in order to 
benefit both the local community and the wider 
community in the Upper Swansea Valley. 


This basic growth in housing and employment will be 
complemented by upgrading existing, and introducing 
new facilities in shopping, education, leisure and 
recreation. 


Crucial to this strategy of growth in Pontardawe is the 
improvement of the A4067 Swansea Valley Route which 
will link Pontardawe with the M4 motorway and bring 
much needed relief to the people who live on or near the 
existing Swansea Road. 


The Preferred Options 


You will see from this newspaper that there are options 
for the new shopping facilities in Pontardawe, and for 
the road lines for the Swansea Valley Route. You must 
look closely at these options and indicate your choice on 
the questionnaire. The Councils have already considered 
the choices before them and have indicated their 
preferred options on Page 2. 


Questionnaire 


Project Team Enclosed with thi i 
‘ ; : iS Newspeper is a Questionnaire 
Contact the Team directly either by phone on which you can c ‘per h the : a 
863395 or call in at the Office at “The Cross” newspaper and ae a eee ea an Public Meeting 
Us via Attend the Public Meeting to be held at the Adulam 


Pontardawe. stations’ indicat i 
Copies of the full report are available for inspection catedion the Questionnaire. Chapel, Pontardawe on the 13th July 1978 at 7.00 


at the Council Offices, the Project Team Office, and Exhibition p.m. 
the local library. Copies are also available on 
_ request from the Project Team. 


There will be an exhibiti : 

tio Jan showing a! 

tie options available eae anced CED 
raft Written Statement to be held at The Cross, 


Pontard vi 
ce ie awe for 2, weeks starting on the Sth July — 


THE MAIN ?: 


1:15000 


Existing built up area [._] Proposed New Housing 


Existing Industry 1. Green Meadow, Rhydyfro. 
[==] Proposed New Industry 2. North of Waun Sterw, Rhydyfro. 
[9 Proposed ; 3. West of Gelligron Hill. 
Pp, Bose New Shopping 4. North of West Crossways, Cefnllan. 
: toposed New Schools 5. Brynheulog, Pontardawe 
“SJ Proposed New Playi f + Brynheulog, Pontar : 
lew Playing Fields 6. William Street, Trebanos.- 
=——— Proposed “Lorry Route” 7. Morgan Street, Trebanos. 
Proposed Countryside Park 8. Eridge Park, Alltwen. s, 
|} =——— Preferre: 9. Dyffryn Road, Alltwen. : 
d Route for A4067 Swansea Valley Road it. Boe 


ether roads 4 11. Junction of Bryn Llewelyn and Neath Road, Rhos. 
lerbert Street By-pass (construction to begin this year) 12. Bryn Brych, Rhos. 

iver to be diverted 13. March Hywel, Rhos. 

14. Bethesda Road, Ynysmeudwy- 
Neath Road, Rhos. 


” =: TRANSPORT. 


An improvement in highways and transportation is 
an essential part of the key settlement strategy. The 
opportunities offered by the M4 motorway for 
industrial growth and the promotion of tourism need 
to be exploited. The proposed Swansea Valley 
Route provides the motorway link and will also 
bring much needed relief to the communities on the 
existing main road. 

In addition to the construction of new roads, it is 
considered vital that good public transport links are 
maintained between Pontardawe and the 
surrounding villages, and Pontardawe and the main 
coastal towns. 


Minor Road Schemes 
A number of minor road schemes consisting of the 
provision of footways and junction improvements 
have been drawn up for inclusion in the County's list 
of minor schemes. The full list is set out in the Draft 
Written Statement and can be seen at the exhibition. 


Access To Former Steelworks 

Site 
This will be derived from the Herbert Street by-pass. 
However, the formation of an additional access from 
the by-pass will require the closure of Ynisderw 
Road. Access to Ynisderw Road and Francis Street 
will then be derived via Francis Street. 


Bus Services 
The main concern for public transport is to maintain 
the existing services at the current level and where 
possible to seek improvements through timetable 
and route adjustments. 

With the introduction of the Traffic Management 
Scheme (see below) it is proposed to re-route the 
119, 250 and 251 services through the central area. 
It is also proposed to replace the two down valley 
bus stops positioned either side of The Cross with a 
I single stop and bus lay-by adjacent to the Castle 
__public-house (see map on this page). 


St. Peter’s 
Church 


Major Road Schemes 


em, nantes Autcatie in CPs ae Gaal i eet eee 
Traffic Management — Preferred Scheme 


Three major toad schemes are programmed within the plan area in the Count ' 


, Transport Policies and Programme (T.P.P.) Document which sets out 


i] 
Councils ni ghway proposals for the County, 


all the majo 


1. Herbert Street ye ieme 4 
This is programme to start during this year and will run from the bottom of 
Road Bridge across the former steelwork { S 
Graig gar bouts: rks site and join Swansea Road 


2. Swansea Valley Route, 

This is to be built in two stages within the plan area — to the Si 

the North of Pontardawe. Initially, a single carriageway road apes 
for all sections of the road. However, additional land is to be safeguarded to 
the South of the Pontardawe junction to allow for the provision of a dual 
carriageway at a later date. 

The first stage, South of Pontardawe should be commenced in the mid 
19g0’s. However, the second stage is unlikely to be commenced during the 


plan period. 


South of Pontardawe, the preferred route follows the valley floor joinin 
the disused railway line below Lon Tanyrallt. T ive route Sollee 
fre qigused railway. 'Yy’ he alternative route follows 


North of Pontardawe the preferred route follows the we i 

f i stern sid 

River Tawe and joins the Godregraig by-pass at a roundabout odode 
of the Ynysmeudwy Ams. Alternatively, the road can follow the disused 
railway, case — Tawe close to the Bryn works site. This 
alternative precludes the possibility of connecting th industri 
estate directly to the valley route section. ee 


Pontardawe Section Three alternative routes are considered for this 
section and these are shown overleaf. Scheme 1 is identified as the 
preferred option on the grounds that it provides the best engineering and 
traffic solution and creates the least environmental impact on the 


community. 


3. Graig Road, Alltwen. 


The current improvement scheme for this road has a low County wide 
priority and is unlikely to be undertaken within the plan period. 

A review of this scheme is proposed with the aim of designing a less 
saeeuae improvement which should increase its chances of an earlier 
start. 


ce ll 


This Plan is Diagrammatic 


Council 
Offices 


Grails Hits Bast by/pass, Herbert Biceatiy/il i 

junction with Ynisderw Road, In order to prevent sea 

the centre and using residential streets, and also to 
ig environment, the Traffic Management Scheme 


which are shown in the Drc 
the Exhibition, , 


A4067 SWANSEA VALLEY ROUTE — PONTARDAWE SECTION — 
THE THREE ALTERNATIVES 
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River Tawe to be diverted 


Single 

Roundabe on aeiageway Retaining walls would as part of Glanrhyd Land 
below Lon All through traffic is One property would be required between Reclamation Scheme 
Tanyrallt separated from the A474 require demolition the new road and 

cross valley traffic Alltwen roundabout New road follows New road will cross over 

Back of gardens disused railway diverted river, at a point 
Major retaining works would be required in would be affected New road goes under track 200 metres upstream at 
Graig Road bridge the Aladdin Factory. 


order to preclude demolition of properties 


see eR 
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Accesses from Lon Hir onto Alltwen 


The amount of traffic roundabout and Edward Street onto Graig River Tawe to be 
One property would réquire demolition. using Alltwen roundabout Road are closed, and a new access constructed diverted as above 
Ultimate dualling of new road would involve is greatly increased to serve Lon Hir, Edward Street and 
further demolition of properties at bottom of Brynmorgrug. 
Alltwen Hill 
New roundabout at A474 Ynisderw Alloy Industrial Estate Road 


Road Industrial Estate Road junction improved to form part of new road 
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Rear accesses constructed to reduce 
number of direct accesses onto new road 


ay All traffic into 27d through’ Pontardawe River 
te converges onto ‘4 se roundabouts. This use of di 
Scale 1: 7500 (approx) Graig Road Bride obviates the need for a new 
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Main Proposals 


To develop a major food store of up 


to 40,000 sq.ft. in Pontardawe. 


eTo upgrade the existing shopping 
centre. 


eTo support the maintenance of 
local shopping facilities. 


Main Proposals 

eTo promote the community use of 
all schools in the area. 

eTo construct a new community 
secondary school on the former 
Steelworks Site. 

eTo construct a new primary school 
at Rhydyfro. 


It is the intention of the Plan to enhance the shopping 
facilities in Pontardawe, to serve as a district centre for 
the Upper Swansea Valley. This is to be achieved by 
introducing a large new convenience-goods store into the 
town and to maintain the existing levels of shops in the 


surrounding villages. 


The Central Area 
There are two options fora st 
Option 1 eae 
To build a store of up to 25,000 sq.ft. on the existing 
vacant sites in Herbert Street- 
Advantages 2 
elt would make a significant contril 
Herbert Street. 
@lt would be accessible toa 
Disadvantages 
@lt would be a more difficult site 
lt would not be such an attrac! 
take longer to be developed. 
@Car parking would not be provi 


ore in the central area. 


bution to revitalising 


lI sections of the community. 


to develop. 
tive proposition and may 


ded adjacent to the store. 


Option 2 (Preferred Option)- 


To build a store of up to 40,000 sq.ft. on the former 


The schools in the area provide an important link 
between all sections of the community and it is the 
intention of the Plan to continue to improve the schools in 
the area and to increase their facilities for community 
use, and consequently their service to the area. 


Community Use of Schools 


The increase in cost of providing new facilities has led 
the two authorities to investigate ways of making greater 
use of existing facilities particularly school buildings and 
grounds. 

The County Council therefore intend to promote greater 
community use of schools through the management of 
existing schools and the design and the management of 
new schools, and, wherever possible, the Borough 
Council will assist in this by providing additional 
community facilities on school sites. 


Cwmtawe School 


A new community secondary school is proposed for 
Pontardawe to replace the present Cwmtawe School. The 


Steelworks Site next to the ; isl 
now Herbert Street =a 
cavasitoss ; iia, 
@lt is an easy site to devel a 
cuicl. lop and likely fo be developed 
It would probably form part of 
ones of anew eee. Se a ST, 
would have surface act 
area? car parking available adjacent to 
@A large store would offercut price goods. 
Disadvantages 
It would bring more traffic into Pontardawe. 
@It would affect the trade in other shops in the area. 
@It would be divorced from the main shopping street and 
not accessible to the pedestrian shopper. 


The Outer Areas 


It is envisaged that the main shopping development will 
occur in the centre of Pontardawe but the needs of the 
other villages in the Plan area are recognised and the two 
authorities will support the maintenance and 
improvement of shopping facilities in these areas. 


site for the proposed school is on the former steelworks 
site. The exact location will depend on whether the food 
store goes in the town centre or to the south of the by- 
pass. 

Being a ‘replacement’ rather than a ‘basic need’ school 
means that construction of the school is unlikely to 
commence before the mid 1980's. However, certain of 
the associated leisure developments may be able to 
proceed before the construction of the school. 


Primary Schools 


There are a number of proposed improvements to primary 

schools in the area :— 

1) To provide a new primary school at Rhydyfro (see 
map on left). 

2) To accommodate Llangiwg Primary School and 
Pontardawe Welsh School in part of the vacated 
Cwmtawe School buildings. 

3) To remodel Alltwen and Trebanos Primary Schools 
and introduce additional community facilities. 


Main Proposals 


eTo develop up to 1,100 new houses 
within the Plan area up to 1991. 


eTo construct a new Sheltered 


Housing Unit at Ynisderw Road and 


continue to encourage the private 
sector in the provision of housing 


for the elderly. 


eTo continue to encourage the 
improvement of older properties. 


eTo build up to 100 ‘starter’ and 
‘extendable’ houses for young 
families. 


Pontardawe has become an increasinqly attractive area 
to live in recent years, and it is the intention of the Plan 
to encourage growth in Pontardawe to capitalise on the 
facilities that exist and to justify further investment to 
provide new facilities. It is the intention of the Plan to 
expand Pontardawe by approximately 1,100 dwellings 
over the next 10 - 15 years, an increase of about 30%. 


House Improvements 


Many older houses in the Plan area still lack modern 
household amenities. The majority of these are 
structurally sound and capable of improvement and the 
Borough Council intend to continue to encourage house 
improvements, by making grants available and also 
through the declaration and management of General 
Improvement and Housing Action Areas. 


Starter Homes 


The Borough Council intend to assist young families 
looking for a home of their own by building ‘starter’ and 
‘extendable’ houses for sale. Up to 100 of these are to be 
built at Brynheulog and Waun Sterw. 


Housing for the Elderly 


A large proportion of the population of Pontardawe is 
elderly. This places a growing responsibility on the two 
authorities and on the Area Health Authority for the 
provision of adequate care and accommodation for those 
who require help. 


‘To make services available more 
ccessible to the local population. 


struct a day centre for the 
on the former Steelworks 


Within the personal Social s the emphasis will be 
on Community Care. The ee ae in need are the 
elderly and the very young, and it will be the policy to 
structure an integrated system of community care, 


Accessibility of Services 
The main social service sals relal 
accessibility of jarview ey 3 svelOr 
Pontardawe. The main em; af 

day care facilities through 

Centre and the developme 


elderly onthe former Si ¥ 
TWF Se: 


Both private Housing Associations and the Borough 
Council have already invested in sheltered housing in the . 
area. 

For the future a new unit is programmed by Lliw Valley 
Borough Council for construction to the south of Ynisderw 
Road starting in 1980. 

In addition to this, active encouragement will be given to 
the private sector to provide more accommodation forthe 
elderly. 

Providing adequate care for the elderly is a complex 
matter involving many public and private bodies. The 
problems this creates is to be the subject of a pilot study 
based on Pontardawe. 


Voluntary Organisations Fd 

These play a very active and important role i 

those in need. The two local authorities will, wl 
appropriate, support and assist their efforts both in 
material terms and with advice and inform 


Main Proposals 


®To promote the development of 
unused industrial land and 
buildings. 

eTo extend the existing Alloy 
Industrial Estate by up to 20 
hectares, on completion of the 
Glanrhyd Derelict Land 
Reclamation Scheme. (See Map on 
Page 2). 

®To promote the development of 
Advance Factories on the new 
industrial estate. 

eTo ensure that new industrial 

development is directed towards 

existing and proposed industrial 

estates, and to encourage the 


7Z=ENVIRONMENTAL 


Main Proposals 


eTo improve the quality of the 
environment, particularly in the 
central area, through appropriate 
treatment of derelict land and 
buildings, attention to the design of 
new buildings and improvement to 
existing buildings. 

eTo preserve the trees and 
woodlands. 

eTo develop a countryside park and 
linked system of footpaths 


INDUSTRY & EMPLOYMENT= 


relocation of ‘nuisance’ industries 
away from residential areas. 

To continue to sponsor government 
temporary employment schemes in 
order to provide useful employment 
for young unemployed school 
leavers. 


It is important not only to Pontardawe but to the whole of 
the Upper Swansea Valley to increase the number of jobs 
available. } 
Unemployment in this area has tun at consistently higher 
levels than on the coastal belt and the shortage of local 
job opportunities, particularly manufacturing industry, 
has put the local population ata disadvantage when 
seeking work. 


Land Availability 


The main aim is therefore to attract and encourage small 
and medium scale industrial development to Pontardawe 
principally by making more industrial land available. 


Environment 


Whilst encouraging industrial development, 
care needs to be taken to protect 
environment which has become one of 
major assets in recent years, 


the homever 


Pontardavie’s 


QUALIT 


Recent years have seen a tremendous improvement in the 
natural physical environment in the Pontardawe area. It 
is the aim of the Plan to hamess the amenity value of 
some of the best natural features such as the River Tawe, 
Swansea Canal and Cwm Ddu Glen. Other Policies are 
geared to removing the dereliction which exists. The 
Glanrhyd Reclamation Scheme will provide much 
needed land for industrial use and other derelict sites will 
enter the programme for reclamation. 


Pollution 


This is not a major problem in the Plan area, with the 
exception of the Upper Clydach River, and traffic on the 
main roads. 

In the case of the river the Borough Council already keep 
a check on the level of pollution and the N.C.B. are 
continuing to take steps to improve the position. 

Neither Council can significantly control the levels of 
noise and air pollution resulting from heavy through 
traffic. However, the completion of the Swansea Valley 
Route should eventually significantly improve the 
position. 

The two authorities and the N.C.B. will endeavour to limit 
the number of coal lorries passing through the area to the 
Abemant Washeries. 


Townscape 


It is proposed to improve the existing townscape, and the 
design and layout of new development. 

Design briefs are to be drawn up for the major new 
developments including the main new housing areas, the 


industrial estate, the town centre and former Steelworks 
Site development. 

These design briefs will include matters such as building 
design, landscaping, layout of roads etc. 

It is also proposed to put to good use the numerous areas 
of derelict and unused land and buildings with particular 
attention paid to the improvement of the central 
shopping area including landscaping and improvement 
works to the canal. 


Trees 


The two authorities intend to preserve as many trees as 
possible by the designation of a large number of Tree 
Preservation Orders and Woodland Management 
Schemes. 

A number of tree planting schemes is also proposed. 

The Draft Written Statement and the Exhibition show 
these schemes in detail. 


Countryside 


The countryside around Pontardawe has considerable 
potential for informal recreation and the Councils intend 
to develop this. 

The main proposal is for the development of a 
Countryside Park based on Cwmdu Glen and the grounds 
of Glanshyd House: 

The public footpath system and the canal towpath are to 
be improved where necessary and the new paths created 
to form a linked system offering a variety of long and 
short walks around the area. 


Main Proposals 


®To develop on the former 
Steelworks Site a leisure and 
recreation complex consisting of 
indoor and outdoor sports facilities 
together with cultural and social 
facilities which will be provided in 
association with the community 
school. 

©To provide two hectares of playing 
fields in Ynysmeudwy. 

eTo provide a number of new play 


LEISURE & RECREATION 


The recreation policies seek to make more areas 
available for more formal pursuits. Provision will be 
structured with neighbourhood play areas, playing fields 
in each area of Pontardawe and a Sports and Recreation 
Centre in the centre of Pontardawe. 


Leisure Complex On Former Steelworks 
Site 

In line with other key settlement developments which are 
proposed for Pontardawe, particularly in relation to 
housing and education, an expansion of recreation and 
leisure facilities is proposed on the former Steelworks 
Se cai of 11 hectares of playing fields on this site 
has already commenced. Changing rooms and outdoor 
courts are also programmed in this development. These 
playing fields will replace those at the existing recreation 
ground, which will be developed for industry on 
completion of the Glanrhyd Derelict Land Reclamation 
Scheme, and will also increase the number of playing 
fields available for school and private use. Indoor 
facilities including a multi-purpose sports hall, squash 
courts, and additional changing and social facilities are 
planned for the northerM part of the site. These will be 
developed in conjunction with a community school 
during the early and mid 1980's, 


Ynysmeudwy 


Two hectares of playing fields are Proposed in 
Ynysmeudwy in order to meet the present deficiency, 
Land is to be set aside in the north west comer of the 
Glanrhyd Reclamation Site and access will be from the 
existing footpath and bridge from New Road. 


Provision For Young People 


This continues to pose problems in Pontardawe. The 
Summer Play Schemes run during the last two summer 
holidays have had considerable success, and the 
Councils intend to continue to support these and other 
such schemes for the young. 

The Cross Resources Centre has become a valuable asset 
for social activity in the area, and the County Council 
intend to expand the facilities available. 

In the longer term the new community school will provide 
a wide range of extra curricula activities and together 
with the increased sports facilities will greatly improve 
the present position. 

Meanwhile, the Education Authority intend to extend the 
current provision for school based social activities for 
young people. 


Children’s Play 


Although a number of children’s play areas exist within 
the Plan area, several areas are inadequately provided — 
for. It is therefore the Borough Council's intention to 
provide six new play areas at Ynysmeudwy, 
Gellinudd,  Alltwen, ‘Trebanos, Cefnllan Chel 
Delfordd. x 
The Education Authority also intend to make s 
playgrounds available to organised gro 
normal schoo] hours. int 
The two Councils will continue to support the valuable 
work done. by voluntary organisati 
children’s play and young people's 50 
‘) 


